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The Fine Art of Persuasion
Name: ______________________

Research Paper: Grades and Procedures

1. Each day we will work as a class on a step of the research paper. Be sure too stay on schedule with the class. In the event that you fall behind, it will be very difficult to catch up in class…in other words; you will need to complete daily activities at home. 

2. Do not move ahead without teacher permission. There are some stages that you may work ahead in case you finish early. In other cases, you may not. Check with the teacher to gain permission to move ahead. 

3. You are expected to work in class when time is allotted to you for work. Each and every day you will be graded on how you spend your time. Waste it talking or acting up, and you will receive no points for that day. Points are awarded as follows:

· 5 Points = You have come prepared and work diligently throughout the class period.

· 4 Points =  You have come to class unprepared, you may begin participating after a visit to your locker.

· 3 Points = You have come to class unprepared, but spend your time in class efficiently, working on what you can.

· 2 Points – You are unprepared, you accomplish little.

· 1 Point = You may be prepared, or you may not, but you spent the entire class time talking or being disruptive. 

The Research Paper will be graded as follows:

_____  10 Topic approved on time

_____  20 Research completed on time/Citation Sheet

_____  10 Thesis Approved and on time

_____  50 Reading for Understanding/Note Cards

_____  20 Brainstorming

_____  20 Organization

_____ 10 Grabber

_____  20 Outline

______ 10 Transitions

_____  10 Intro Paragraph

_____  50 Rough Draft

_____  20 Electronic Copy

_____  250 Final Paper **

_____ 100 (At Least) Daily participation Points***

500 Total Points 

**Please note: If you do not hand in the completed research paper and on time, you will fail the research component of the marking period. 

*** This total is subject to change depending on how many days are given in class to complete assignments.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the presentation of the words or ideas of another person as one’s own.  Whether the source originates in print or electronic media, plagiarism, in any form, is prohibited.  Keep in mind that one of your roles as a researcher is to share with the reader the established critical opinions on your topic. To use sources correctly, observe these guidelines:
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	Acknowledge borrowed material by following the MLA guidelines 
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	Paraphrase borrowed material in your own style without altering the essential ideas of the original source.  Simple rearrangement of sentence is unacceptable. 
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	 Provide parenthetical documentation for each borrowed item that is not common knowledge.
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	Provide an entry in “Works Cited” for every source cited in the paper. Omit sources consulted but not used unless asked to provide a "Works Consulted" in place of or in addition to a "Works Cited."


Good work habits can help students avoid plagiarism:
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	Be methodical in your notetaking. For example, always use quotation marks to indicate a direct quote on a notecard.
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	Do not use highlighting as a replacement for notecards.
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	 Periodically print out drafts to document the evolution of your paper.


Step One: Choose a Topic!
Research Paper Options
Should boxing be banned?

Should the driving age be raised to 18?

Should semi-automatic weapons be banned?

Should teens who murder be executed?

Should hunting be outlawed?

Should schools require student uniforms?

Should college athletes be paid?

Should condoms be available in high school?

Should the death penalty be abolished?

Should assisted suicide be permitted?

Should dying people be kept on life support?

Should tobacco products be banned?

Should the logging industry be allowed to harvest public forests?

Should alcoholic beverages be legalized for all ages?

Should the Internet be censored?

Should school prayer be allowed?

Should music lyrics be censored?

Should extremist groups (i.e. KKK, skinheads) be banned?

Should parents of teen vandals be held responsible for their child's damage?

Should research on cloning be discontinued?

Should convicted sex offenders' names be made public?

Should affirmative action laws, which give special privileges to minorities, be eliminated?

Should the U.S. provide foreign aid?

Should females in the military be excluded from combat and other "hazardous" duties?

Should high schools be segregated by the sex of the student?

Should parents of students who are excessively absent from school be prosecuted under the law?

Should "home schooling" be permitted?

Should students failing their classes in high school have their driver's license revoked?

Should free, disposable needles be given to drug addicts?

Should welfare be limited by time?

Should off-shore drilling be banned?

Should school funding come from local property taxes?

Should the U.S. phase out the Electoral College (regarding presidential elections)?

Should students be required to pass proficiency tests in order to graduate from high school?

Should people pulled over fur DUI have their license suspended for life?

Should families of victims be allowed to decide the punishment of those who commit crimes?
MY TOPIC:

Step Two: Research
You will be given two (2) days in the library to research your topics. The only sources you may use must be scholarly journals/articles you find through the EAHS Library. NO INTERNET SITES WILL BE PERMITTED!!!

AFTER 3 DAYS, THIS SHEET MUST BE TURNED IN COMPLETED WITH THE CORRECT CITATION. 5 SOURCES AND CITATIONS ARE DUE ___________________.

SOURCE 1 CITATION:

SOURCE 2 CITATION:

SOURCE 3 CITATION:  

SOURCE 4 CITATION: 

SOURCE 5 CITATION:

Step Three: Reading for Understanding

Today in class we will be reading our sources for appropriate content. 

1. Take a highlighter and read the sources you brought in.

2. Use your highlighter to highlight whatever information you believe your sources contain.

· This may mean quotes, important facts or statistics, etc.

3. Turn in your highlighted sources to Mrs. Baumgardt when you are finished!
Step Five: Note cards

Front of Card

     Topic: Slug Line





Source #:Card #

Quote, paraphrase/summary of idea from your

source that you believe is important for your paper







Your Name






Back of Card

Your commentary: why did you choose this piece of information? How will you be using it in your paper to support your thesis?
Step Four: BRAINSTORM!!!

YOUR THESIS:

SUPPORTING INFORMATION:

TEACHER SIGNATURE:_______________________________________

Step Five: TIME TO ORGANIZE!

Go back to your brainstorming sheet and try to group similar ideas together. On the spaces below, rewrite the items in lists. You need 3 points and 3 cards per topic.
Topic 1: _____________________________ Topic 2:___________________________

Topic 3: _____________________________ Topic 4:___________________________

Once they are organized, choose the order in which you will talk about them in your paper.

STEP SIX: WRITING YOUR THESIS STATEMENT

WHAT IS A THESIS STATEMENT?

It serves as a summary of the argument you'll make in the rest of your paper.

WHAT DOES IT DO?

1.  It tells the reader how you will interpret the significance of the subject matter under discussion.

2. It is a road map for the paper; in other words, it tells the reader what to expect from the rest of the paper.

3. It should directly answer the question asked of you. A thesis is an interpretation of a question or subject, not the subject itself. The subject, or topic, of an essay might be World War II or Moby Dick; a thesis must then offer a way to understand the war or the novel.

The rest of the paper, the body of the essay, gathers and organizes evidence that will persuade the reader of the logic of your interpretation.

A Generic Thesis Statement:


Your topic 

_____________ Should be Banned/Legalized because 

provide all of the main reasons here
__________________________________________
Write your thesis statement below, and hand in your packet for teacher approval.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grade:

Notes:
Step Seven: Grabbar
Create a Grabber for your Introduction!!!!!!!

Ask a question or give an example of a situation that is interesting or strange to grab the attention of the audience. 

Example:

Your Topic: Mankind must prepare for imminent alien invasion. 

Grabber: Imagine yourself and your entire family waking up in a small cave. You eat a small breakfast made over an open flame, then get dressed in whatever rags you can find on the floor. Then it is off to a long day in the salt mines, where you work until you can no longer stand. When it finally becomes dark, you may return home, only to do this all again. This is what your life will be like if aliens from Mars are allowed to invade Earth!!!

Example: 

Your Topic: Humans should be restricted to 500 calories a day to improve overall health and decrease obesity.

Grabber: Imagine how much money the government could save if there were no obese people in America. 

Now You Try!!!

Your Thesis:

Your Grabber:

Teacher Signature:______________________________________
Step Eight: Outlines

What is the purpose of an outline?

Why create an outline? There are many reasons; but in general, it may be helpful to create an outline when you want to show the hierarchical relationship or logical ordering of information. For research papers, an outline may help you keep track of large amounts of information. Below are the primary reasons for creating an outline.

· Aids in the process of writing

· Helps you organize your ideas

· Presents your material in a logical form

· Shows the relationships among ideas in your writing

· Constructs an ordered overview of your writing

· Defines boundaries and groups

How do I create an outline?

1. Brainstorm: List all the ideas that you want to include in your paper.

2. Organize: Group related ideas together.

3. Order: Arrange material in subsections from general to specific or from abstract to concrete.

   4. Label: Create main and sub headings.
Time to Create Your Outline
Ideally, you should follow these four suggestions to create an effective outline. The examples are taken from the Sample Outline handout.

Division - How do I accomplish this?

For every one, there needs to be a two. For every A there must be a B. 

If you start with sentences, everything must be a full sentence. If you start with phrases, everything must be in phrases. 

Pattern is roman numerals, capital letters, numbers, and lowercase letters.

Parallelism - How do I accomplish this?

Each heading and subheading should preserve parallel structure. If the first heading is a verb, the second heading should be a verb. Example:

I.  Choose Desired Colleges

II. Prepare Application

("Choose" and "Prepare" are both verbs. The present tense of the verb is usually the preferred form for an outline)

Coordination - How do I accomplish this?

All the information contained in Heading 1 should have the same significance as the information contained in Heading 2. The same goes for the subheadings (which should be less significant than the headings). Example:
I.  Visit and evaluate college campuses

II. Visit and evaluate college websites

A. Note important statistics

B. Look for interesting classes

Subordination - How do I accomplish this?

The information in the headings should be more general, while the information in the subheadings should be more specific. Example:

I. Describe an influential person in your life

A. Favorite high school teacher

B. Grandparent

(A favorite teacher and grandparent are specific examples from the generalized category of influential people in your life.)

Example Outline Setup

Name:

Topic:

I. The Introduction (First Paragraph)  

A. Opinion 

B. Grabber

C. Thesis
II. Body Paragraph 1 (Reason #1) 

A. Supporting Detail 

B. Supporting Detail 

C. Supporting Detail
III. Body Paragraph 2 (Reason #2) 

A. Supporting Detail 

B. Supporting Detail  

C. Supporting Detail
IV. Body Paragraph 3 (Reason #3) 

A. Supporting Detail 

B. Supporting Detail

 C. Supporting Detail
V. The Conclusion (Fifth Paragraph) 

A. Opinion

 B. Final thought

C. Restate Thesis.

My Silly Example

Name: Jane Doe
Topic: Banning Cartoons
Thesis: Cartoons should be banned because they promote violence, rot the brains of children and add to the obesity epidemic in America. 

I. Introduction


A. Allowing our children to watch cartoons is wrong.

B. Imagine a world where children did not witness cartoon violence. Where no one knew that dynamite can explode, potentially killing innocent road foul. Imagine a world where cats and mice get along, where tornado’s never barrel through houses and where no innocent baby deer loose their mothers to evil hunters. 

C. Cartoons should be banned because they promote violence, rot the brains of children and add to the obesity epidemic in America. 

II. Cartoons should be banned because they promote violence. 


A. Cartoons like “Tom and Jerry” promote physical violence.




B. Cartoon movies like Bambi portray violence against nature.

III. Cartoons rot the brains of children.

A. Bob Smith believes that children’s brains shrink 10% for each hour of cartoon      watching.

B. Robert Redgraves believes cartoons stifle imagination.

IV. Cartoons contribute to the obesity epidemic in America.  

A. The University of Miami has conducted a study on weight management and found that children are 1 lb overweight for every minute they spend in front of the TV.

B. Temple doctors believe that the average weight of children has risen every year, starting when cartoons were invented. 

V. Conclusion


A. Allowing children to watch cartoons is wrong. 

B. If it were not for all of the cartoons our children watch, our world would be a much better place. 

C. Cartoons should be banned because they promote violence, rot the brains of children and add to the obesity epidemic in America. 

Complete your Outline on separate lined paper or typed.

Grade: ____________________

Step Nine: Transitions

How transitions work

The organization of your written work includes two elements: 

(1)the order in which you have chosen to present the different parts of your discussion or argument

 (2) the relationships you construct between these parts

Transitions between sections—Particularly in longer works, it may be necessary to include transitional paragraphs that summarize for the reader the information just covered and specify the relevance of this information to the discussion in the following section.

Transitions between paragraphs—If you have done a good job of arranging paragraphs so that the content of one leads logically to the next, the transition will highlight a relationship that already exists by summarizing the previous paragraph and suggesting something of the content of the paragraph that follows. A transition between paragraphs can be a word or two (however, for example, similarly), a phrase, or a sentence. Transitions can be at the end of the first paragraph, at the beginning of the second paragraph, or in both places.

Transitions within paragraphs—As with transitions between sections and paragraphs, transitions within paragraphs act as cues by helping readers to anticipate what is coming before they read it. Within paragraphs, transitions tend to be single words or short phrases.

 Topic: Is El Pais’s new government truly democratic?

Paragraph A: points that support the view that El Pais's new government is very democratic.

Transition: Despite the previous arguments, there are many reasons to think that El Pais's new government is not as democratic as typically believed.

Paragraph B: points that contradict the view that El Pais's new government is very democratic.

In this case, the transition words "Despite the previous arguments," suggest that the reader should not believe paragraph A and instead should consider the writer's reasons for viewing El Pais's democracy as suspect.

Transition Examples

	LOGICAL RELATIONSHIP
	TRANSITIONAL EXPRESSION

	Similarity
	also, in the same way, just as ... so too, likewise, similarly

	Exception/Contrast
	but, however, in spite of, on the one hand ... on the other hand, nevertheless, nonetheless, notwithstanding, in contrast, on the contrary, still, yet

	Sequence/Order
	first, second, third, ... next, then, finally

	Time
	after, afterward, at last, before, currently, during, earlier, immediately, later, meanwhile, now, recently, simultaneously, subsequently, then

	Example
	for example, for instance, namely, specifically, to illustrate

	Emphasis
	even, indeed, in fact, of course, truly

	Place/Position
	above, adjacent, below, beyond, here, in front, in back, nearby, there

	Cause and Effect
	accordingly, consequently, hence, so, therefore, thus

	Additional Support or Evidence
	additionally, again, also, and, as well, besides, equally important, further, furthermore, in addition, moreover, then

	Conclusion/Summary
	finally, in a word, in brief, in conclusion, in the end, in the final analysis, on the whole, thus, to conclude, to summarize, in sum, in summary 


 

Try a Transition

Topic: Ants are the best bugs on earth because they work in teams. 

Paragraph A: Discusses the value of teamwork itself. 

Transition:

Paragraph B: Ants use teamwork to accomplish great things.
Topic: China and America should use the same currency.

Paragraph A: America is a capitalistic society that uses the dollar.

Transition:

Paragraph B: China is capitalistic and trades with America daily. 

Topic: Global warming is caused by methane released by cows. 

Paragraph A: In June 2005, researched decided methane was a major contributor to global warming.

Transition: 
Paragraph B: In July 2007, researchers at Yale learned that cows release more methane than cars.

Teacher Signature:__________________________________
Research Paper Requirements

· Paper must be 4-6 Pages in Length, following all MLA standards

· There must be no less than 4 quotes, 2 long, 2 short, correctly used and cited

· A Works cited page will be turned in following all MLA Standards

· Your envelope will be handed in with your articles, note cards, rough draft and final copies.

· An e-copy will be sent to me the day the papers are due.

Now Relax! You’re done!!!

